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CHARACTER FORMING FORCES IN THE FAMILY
GEORGE ALLEN HUBBELL, P H . D .

President, Lincoln Memorial University

It is necessary to distinguish between character-forming forces
and character-forming processes, though any process to be effective
must be vital, strong and active.

I seriously doubt whether there is a typical family any more than
there is a typical boy or a typical girl. Families after all, are
numerous, varied and peculiar, and the real worth of any family,
as of any individual, depends very greatly upon its own peculiar
characteristics and essential qualities. Character-forming is a
lifelong process and the changes of child, husband or wife, parent,
grandparent, or other relatives induce new and varied conditions
and generate forces that result in different ways in that marvelous
thing we call character. Character after all is wrought out by the
interplay between the soul's activity and the environment in which
that soul lives.

Beginning with the life of the child, the most potent factor
for the formation of its character is the example of the parents.
The way in which they meet the problems of life, measure up to
its responsibilities, the way they bear up their part in the world of
men and things—-all of these bring their lesson to the life of the
growing child and constitute the varied aspects of the paramount
force in the life of the family. The boy's father is his pattern, and
the girl's mother is her ideal and inspiration. Under ordinary
conditions this will be true until the dawning of adolescence. Just
here the father is pretty likely to lose hold on his son, and the
mother may find that the daughter who has been near to her heart
is a little farther away. Nature rises up to set the young* being
apart not only from parents, but from all the world, that he may
ripen into an independent and forceful human soul, with all the
responsibilities and opportunities and possibilities that belong to
his own wonderful nature, endowed by the divine, to constitute
a new factor in the world's life.

A word is not only the sign of an idea but it, too, is a dynamic
force of large use in the forming of character. The teachings of
these parents to these children constitute in earlier life the atmos-
phere which nourishes and inspires a character. A thousand prin-
ciples conduct a thousand inspirations toward achievement. The
thousand warnings and guidings which the parents voice are
wrought into the life of the growing child to abide for ever. The
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CHARACTER AND FAMILY 505

habit of truth telling, of kindness, of generous judgment, of insight,
of patience, of the large outlook, all these may be inwrought into
the life of the child by sound teaching and right practice on the
part of the parents.

Happy is that family in which reading and music may find their
rightful place. What one among us is there who cannot remember
the books that were read by the fireside lamp, the stories told in the
twilight, the active family interest in the great world process re-
counted in the public press. The intense and personal interest in
some great book which comes with its message of inspiration and
its power of teaching in the home, is a new force in the lives of
the children. How much this all means and how wise it is!

The social life of the family is one of the tremendous agencies
in the shaping of character and one of the most difficult to direct
and qualify. Not a few people find themselves occupied from day
to day with a round of important and useful duties in which the
welfare of neighbors or others must be considered. This condition
not only affords an opportunity for the teaching of social obliga-
tions, but calls loudly that they should be taught wisely and care-
fully and well.

We are in a great period of experiment in readjustment of our
family and civic life. The towns in particular are organizing social
life on a basis by which the family is no longer the unit but a loosely
bound group of separate individuals, each with his own engage-
ments, obligations and activities. In the morning father after a
hasty breakfast rushes away to business. In a more leisurely
fashion other members of the family rise and prepare themselves
for the various duties or requirements of the day. Father is gone.
He is in the contest all day long. The younger members of the
family are off at school or engaged in other necessary or supposedly
necessary obligations. Evening comes and the father is home
again, tired and wanting rest. The mother with various social
and benevolent duties of the home and community, is hardly likely
to find time for personal conversation with her own children.
Many a mother is so busy in saving the community that her own
children are allowed to go down to death, and many a father is so
busy with rounds of business that he has no time to think of the
boy for worthy manhood, for civic righteousness and to be a tower
of strength. Not only in one home, but in the community this is
so. The girls, all too young to leave the home, too young to be
deprived of the guidance and oversight of the mother, receive their
boy companions and flit to the picture show, to a dance in the
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5o6 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

neighborhood, or to some of the other diversions which call with
imperative voice for their time and energy. Boys hardly in their
teens are out on the street fulfilling corresponding obligations or
going into other homes where they take a like part, and those who
have neither the knowledge nor the character, nor the personal
power are called upon to perform services, to meet duties, to
undergo temptations and to bear their part in the complex life of
a feverish and confused community.

The simplicity, the quiet, the home activities, and the home
obligations which would mean so much in the storing of power
and in fitting the growing child for new and larger responsibilities
of later life, can have no place in our modern, unguided society.

It takes much courage and much patience and much faith to
hold a family to its real and genuine field under these conditions.
Happy is that home which has some form of organized religious
life, some breathing place for the spiritual nature when all mem-
bers of the family may lift the heart and bend the knee in prayer
for guidance and inspiration and the soul touch with the divine,
which shall make each the stronger fpr his place and duty. The
religious life of the family may well be the great force in the form-
ing of character, and any parent would do well to ponder long
before he consents to forgo the value of this great force in forming
not only the character of his children, but in developing, enriching,
and beautifying his own. With the multiplying of organizations
in the religious and intellectual fields we have come to a place
where we forget the supreme value of the individual touch of
father or mother or brother or sister each upon the other. We
have not left room for the great reverential teachings of God
Himself to the human soul. We have too little place for the great
Book with its lessons of life and love and power, with its hope for
the future.

Ah! we need a little more leisure, a little more deepening, a
little more personal force and a little less of organization, and
shallowness, and variety of activity. It is the simple, the strong,
the effective that shall do their work among men, and by these
forces will the characters of the world be wrought out.

The succession of seasons in the family life constitutes a very
useful agency in the shaping of character, as in the religious life
the places of the Christian year, of their special lesson and their
special power, so in the family round of the days, the changing
seasons, the family vacations, the planning by the family for the
individual members, the progressive steps in school and church and
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CHARACTER AND FAMILY 507

home, education talked over and agreed upon and guided from the
home. All of these things minister directly to the life of the grow-
ing child. How important it is that with this variety of respon-
sibilities in this time when the family life and social and civic life
is feeling blindly for fundamental principles and trying with what-
ever measure of power and success to reorganize itself—how
important that every family should ponder well their own problems
and measure up to the standard of their obligations, rather than
turn themselves over to the Sunday school, the day school, the
social settlement, the kindergarten, the church or any one of the
many agencies which knock continually at the door and invite the
individual away from that center in which he should have his
highest appreciation, in which he should be guided, and helped and

' inspired—the place which ought in all the days to come, to be the
one toward which he should turn his heart, the one around which
his memory should linger and the one which in the hour of temp-
tation should do most to make him bright and true and strong.

Is there any other duty higher and finer than to seek the
righteous and the right application of the character-forming forces
in the home? Is it not true that in our own homes there are a
score of forces which might be wisely directed and applied that now
are used only too little or not at all? How does our family life,
perhaps in a home without children, minister to the young, the
lonely, the needy and the discouraged? How often do we go out
to the ,work of the world with a beautiful and holy vision, fresh
from the air of God! We make it worth while for some other to
enter our Holy of holies now and then, because we wish him to
come and share with us in the visions, in the hopes and in the am-
bitions which shall make for ourselves the finer and the higher
things of life. The character-forming forces of the family are not
few nor petty, but sometimes they have been forgotten, and we
need to come again and at the family altar consecrate ourselves
anew to their wise and generous use, clarify our visions and go
out into the world like those who are nourished by the secret
springs of power.
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